







The Toy age of the ^Fox' in the Arctic Seas. 

A NARRATIVE 

t)F TIIK 

DISCOVERY OE THE EATE 


Mil JOHN FKANKLIN 

ANO 

ms COAIPANIONS. 

Bv CAPTAIN M‘OL[NTOCK, U.N., LJ..D. 



PHpd an2r |Uuslratious. 


LONDON; 

JOHN MURRAY, ALBEMARLE STREET, 

PUBLISHER TO THE ADMIRALTY. 

1859. 


The right uj Tiamlalion is rcfcrvtd 




DKDTCATrON. 


My bear Lady Franklin, 

There i.s no one to whom I could with so much 
j)ropriety or willingness dedicate luy Journal as to 
you. l\)r you it was originally written, and to ph‘ase 
you it now ap])ears in print. 

To our mutual fri(‘nd, Siieraim) Osrorn, I am 
gi-eatly ohliged for liis kindness in seeing it througli 
th(? pr(?ss — a labour I could not have setlled down to so 
soon aft(U* my return ; and also for pointing out some 
omissions and teclmicalities which would have rendered 
l)arts of it unintelligible to an ordinary reader. Those 
Ivind hints liave boon but partially attended to, and, as 
time ])r(‘sses, it appears with the mass of its original 
im])(}rf('ctioiis, as when you read it in manuscript. Such 
as it is, liowever, it allbrds me this valued 027})ortu]iity 
of assuring you of the real gratification I feel in having 
been instrumental in accomjdishing an object so dear to 
you. To your devotion and self-sacrifice tlio world is 
indebted for the dcc|)ly-int(TOsting revelation unfoldiMl 
by tlic voyage of the ‘ Fox.’ 

Believe me to be, 

With sincere respect, most faithfully yours, 

F. L. M^CLINTOCK. 
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Londo )}^ 24//< Nov . IS,*)!). 




LIST OF OFFICEES AND SHIP’S COMPANY OF 
THE ‘FOX; 


F. L. M^Cltntock 
W.K. Hobson.. .. 
Allen W. Youno .. 
David Walker, M.D 
CIeorge Brands .. 
Carl Petersen 
Thomas Blackwell 
Wm. Harvey .. .. 
Henry Toms .. .. 
Alex. Thompson .. 
John Simmonds .. 
George Edwards.. 
Borert Scott.. .. 
Thomas (jIrin stead 
George Hobday .. 
IloBERT Hampton .. 
John A. Haselton . 
George Carry .. , 
Ben. Pound .. .. . 
AVm. Walters .. 

Wm. Jones 

James Pitcher 
Thomas Florance 
Richard Siiingleton 
Anton Christian.. 
Samuel Emanuel.. 


Captain R.N. 

Lieutenant Il.H, 

Captain, Mercantile Marine. 

Surg(}on and Naturalist. 

^ . (Died Gth Nov, 1858 

{ (Apoplexy). 

Interpreter. 

cj. . , o, , (Died 14th June, 1859 

Slups steward .. .. | 

Chief Quartermaster. 

Quartcrriuistcr. 


Boatswain’s Mate. 
Carpenter’s Mate, 
Leading Stoker .. 
Sailmakcr. 
Captain of Hold. 
A. B. 


(Died 4th Dec. 1857 (in 
I conscqueiico of a fall). 
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. Carpenter’s Crew, 

. Dog-driver. 

*1 Stokers. 

. Ofliccrs* Steward. 

•} Greenland Ksqnimaux 



OFFICIAL ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THI^ 
SERVICES OF THE YACHT ‘FOX’ 


Admiralty, I/indon, 
24f/i Od, 1859, 

I am commanded by my Lorda Commissioners 
of tlio Admiralty to acquaint yon, tbat, in consideration 
of the important services porfonned by you in bringing 
homo the only authentic intelligence of the death of the 
late Sir John Franklin, and of the fate of the crews 
of the ‘Erebus’ and ‘Terror,’ Her Majesty has been 
pleased, by her order in Council of tho 22nd instant, 
to sanction tho time during which you were absent 
on these discoverii'S in the Arctic Regions, viz. from 
the noth June 18')? to the 21st September 1851), to 
reckon as time served by a captain in command of one 
of Hor Majesty’s ships, and my Lords have given the 
necessary directions accordingly. 

I am. Sir, 

Your very humble servant, 

W. G. ROMATNE, 
Semtary to the Admiralty. 

Caiilaiii Francis Ii. M'Cliiilcck, It.X. 
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Tiik following narrative of the bold adventure 
which has successfully revealed the last dis- 
coveries and the fate of Franklin, is published 
at the request of the friends of that illustrious 
navigator. The gallant M'Clintock, when he 
jxsnned his journal amid the Arctie ices, had 
jio idea whatever of jmblishing it; and yet 
llicrc can he no doubt that the reader will 
})erusc with the deepest interest the simple 
tale of how, in a little vessel ;of 170 tons 
burthen, he and his well -chosen companions 
have cleared up this groat mystery. 

To the honour of the British nation, and also 
let it be said to that of the United States of 
America,^ many have been the efforts made to 
discover the route followed by our missing 
explorers. The highly deserving men who 
have so zealously searched the Arctic seas and 
lands in this cause must now rejoice, that after 
all their* anxious toils, the merit of rescuing 
from the frozen North the record of the last 
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days of Franklin, has fallen to the share of 
his nohle-minded widow. 

Lady Franklin has, indeed, well shown what 
a devoted and true-hearted Englishwoman can 
accomplish. The moment that relics of the 
expedition commanded hy her husband were 
brought homo (in 1854) by liae, and that she 
heard of the account given to him by the Esqui- 
maux of a large party of Englishmen having been 
seen struggling with diflBculties on the ice near 
the mouth of the Back or G-reat Fish River, 
she resolved to expend all “iier available means 
(already much exhausted in four other inde- 
pendent expeditions) in an exploration of the 
limited area to which the search must thence- 
forward bo necessarily restricted. 

Whilst the supporters of Lady Franklin’s 
efforts Avere of opinion, that the Government 
ought to have undertaken a search, the extent 
of which was, for the first time, definitely 
limited, it is but rendering justice to the then 
Prime Minister* to state, that he had every 
desire to carry out the wishes of the men of 
science t who appealed to him, and tliat he was 


• Viscount ralmcrstoii. 

t the Memorial (Appen<lix) addressed to the First Lord of 
the Treasury, lieaded by Admiral Sir F. Beaufort, General Sabine, 
and many other men of science, and which, as rresident of the Royal 
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precluded from acceding to their petition, by 
nothing but the strongly expressed opinion of 
official authorities, that after so many failures 
the Government were no longer justified in 
sending out more brave men to encounter fresh 
dangers in a cause which was viewed as hope- 
less. Hence it devolved on Lady Franklin and 
her friends to be the sole means of endeavour- 
ing to bring to light the true history of her 
husband’s voyage and fate. 

Looking to the list of Naval worthies who 
during the precedifig years had been exploring 
the Arctic Regions, Lady Franklin was highly 
gratified when she obtained the willing services 
of Captain M‘Clintock to command the yacht 
‘ Fox,’ which she had purchased ; for that 
officer had signally distinguished tiimsolf in the 
voyages of Sir James Ross and Captain (now 
Admiral} Austin, and especially in his ex- 
tensive journeys on the ice when associated 
with Captain KeHett. With such a leader she 
could not but entertain sanguine hopes of suc- 
cess when the fast and well-adapted little vessel 


Geographies'll Society, I presented to the Prime Minister ; and also 
the speech of Lord Wrottesley, the President of tlie Royal Society, 
who, in the absence of the lamented Earl of Ellesmere, brought the 
subject earnestly under the notice of the llouse of Lords on the 
18th*of July, 1856. 
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.sailed from Aberdeen on the 1st of July, 1857, 
upon this eventful enterprise. 

Deep, indeed, was the mortification experi- 
enced by every one who shared the feelings and 
anticipations of Lady Franklin when the un- 
toward news came, in the summer of 1858, 
that, the preceding winter having set in earlier 
than u.sual, the ‘Fox’ had been beset in the ice 
off Melville Bay, on the coast of Greenland, and 
after a dreary winter, various narrow escapes, 
and eight months of imprisonment, had been 
carried back by the floating ice nearly twelve 
hundred geographical miles — even to 63|-° N. 
lat. in the Atlantic! See the woodcut map. 
No. 1. 

But although the good little yacht had been 
most roughly handled among the ice-floes (see 
Frontispiece), we were cheered up by the in- 
foj'mation fiom Disco, that, with the exception 
of the death of the engine-driver in conse- 
quence of a fall into the hold, the crew were 
in stout health and full of energy, and that, 
provided with sufficient fuel and provisions, a 
good supply of sledging dogs, two tried Esqui- 
maux, and the excellent interpreter Petersen 

the Dane,* ample grounds yet remained to 

— — — 

* SincD his return to CoiKiiilwigeii, retersen has been worthily 
honoured by his Sovereign with the silver cross of Duunebrogl 
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lead U8 to hope for a successful issue. Above 
all, we were encouraged by the proofs of tbo 
self-possession and calm resolve of M‘Clintoclc, 
who bold steadily to the accomplishment of his 
original project ; the more so as he had then 
tested and recognised the value of the services 
of Lieutenant (now Commander) Hobson, his 
able second in command ; of Captain Allen 
Young, his generous volunteer associate ;* and 
of J)r. Walker, his accomplished Surgeon. 

Despite, however, of these reassuring data, 
many an advocate of this search was anxiously 
alive to the chance of the failure of the venture 
of one unassisted yacht, which after sundry 
mishaps was again starting to cross Baffin’s 
Bay, with the foreknowledge, that when she 
reached the opposite coast, the real difficulties of 
the enterprise were to commence. 

Any such misgivings were happily illusory ;■ 
and the reader who follows M'Clintock across 
the “ middle ice” of Baffin’s Bay to Pond Inlet, 
thence to Beecliey Island, down a portion of 
Peel Strait, and then through the hitherto uu- 
navigated waters of Bellot Strait in one summe’r 


* Captain Allen Young of the mcTchant marine not onljr threw 
his services into this cause, and suhscribed 500Z. in furtherance of 
the expedition, but, abandoning lucrative apjxiintments in com- 
mand, generously accepted a subordinate post. 
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season, may reasonably expect the success which 
followed. 

Whilst the revelation obtained from the long- 
sought records, which were discovered by Lieu- 
tenant Hobson, is most satisfactory to those who 
speculated on the probability of Franklin hav- 
ing, in the first instance, tried to force his way 
northwards through Wellington Channel (as 
we now learn he did), those who held a dif- 
ferent hypothesis, namely, that ho followed .his 
instructions, which directed him to the S.-W., 
may be amply satisfied, that in the following 
season the ships did piirsue this southerly course 
till they were finally beset in N. lat. 70° 05'.* 

At the same time, the public should fully under- 
stand the motive which prompted the supporters 
of Lady Franklin in advocating this last search. 
Putting aside the hope which some of us enter- 
tained, that a few of the younger men of the 
missing expedition might still be found to be 


* For a resume of all tho ])lans of research and the speculations 
of seamen and geoj^raphers, see the interesting and must useful 
volume of Mr. John Brown, entitled, ‘ Tho North-West Passage and 
tScarch after Sir John Franklin,’ 1658. In an Ap|7endix to this work 
wo learn, that from the earliest Polar researches by John Cabot, at 
the end of the 15th century, to the voyage of M^Clintcjck, there have 
been about 130 expeditions, illustrated by 250 books and ja’inted 
documents, of which 150 have been issued in England. Amidst 
the various recent publications, it is but rendering justice to Dr. 
King, the former comi)anion of Sir George Back, to state that he 
suggested and always maintained tho necessity of a search for the 
missing navigators at or near the mouth of the Back Kiver. 
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living among the Esquimaux, we had every rea- 
son to expect, that if the ships were discovered, the 
scientific documents of the voyage, including valu- 
able magnetic observations, would be recovered. 

In the absence of such good fortune we may, 
however, well be gladdened by the discovery of 
that one precious document which gives tis a 
true outline of the voyage of the ‘ Erebus ’ and 
‘ Terror.’ 

That the reader may comprehend the vast 
extent of sea traversed by Franklin in the two 
summers before his ships were beset, a small 
map (No. 2) is here introduced representing all 
the lands and seas of the Arctic regions to the 
west of Lancaster Sound which were known 
and laid down when he sailed. The dotted 
lines and arrows, which extend frdm the then 
known seas and lands into the unknown waters 
or blank spaces on this old map indicate 
Franklin’s route, the novelty, range, rapidity, 
and boldness of which, as thus delineated, may 
well surprise the geographer, and even the most 
enterprising Arctic sailor.* For, those who 

The letter A in Baffin Bay (fig. 1) i^^dicates the spot where 
Franklin was last seen. In fig. 2, B is the winter rendezvous at 
Beechey Island ; C, the greatest northing of the expedition, viz. 
77° N, lat. ; Z, the final beset of the ‘ Erebus ’ and ‘ Terror 
the extreme north and south points of their voyage being rcjire- 
sented by two small ships, ^ 
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liave not closely attended to the results of other 
Arctic voyages may bo informed, that rarely 
has an expedition in the first year accomplished 
more by its ships, than the cstablisliing of good 
winter quarters, from whence the real researches 
began by slcdgc-work in the ensuing spring. 
Franklin, however, not only reached Bcechcy 
Island, but ascended Wellington Channel, then 
an unkiiown sea, to 77° N. lat., a more northern 
latitude in tliis meridian than that attained long 
afterwards in ships by Sir Edward Belcher, and 
much to the north of the points reached by 
Penny and Be Haven. Next, though most 
scantily provided with steam-power, Franklin 
navigated round Cornwallis’ Land, which he 
thus proved to be an island. This last dis- 
covery of a navigable channel throughout, be- 
tween Cornwallis and Bathurst Islands, though 
made in the very summer he left England, has 
remained even to this day unknown to other 
navigators ! 

Franklin then, in ohedienee to his orders, 
steered to the south-west. Passing, as M'Clintock 
believes, down Peel’s Strait in 1 84G, .and reach- 
ing as far as lat. 70° 05' N., and long. 98° 23' W., 
where the ships were beset, it is clear that he, 
who, with others, had previously ascertained 
the existence of a channel along the north coast 
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of America, with which the sea wherein he was 
interred had a direct communication, was the 
first real discoverer of the North-West Passaffe. 
This great fact must therefore he inscribed upon 
the monument of Franklin . 

The adventurous M‘Clure, who has been 
worthily honoured for working out another 
North-Western passage, wliich we now know 
to have been of subsequent date,* as well as 
Oollinson, who, taking the ‘Enterprise’ along 
the north coast of America, and afterwards 
bringing her home, reached with sledges the 
western edge of the area recently laid open 
by M‘Clintock, will I have no doubt unite with 
tlieir Arctic associates, Richardson, Sherard 
Osborn, and M‘Clintock, in affirming, that 
“ Franklin and his followers secured the honour 
for which they died — that of being the first 
discoverers of the North-West Passage.” f 

* In 1850. 

t See a most heart-stirring sketch of the last voyage of Sir John 
rrankliii by Capti\in Sherard Osborn, in the periodical Once a 
of the 22nd and 29th October and 5th Kovember last. Pos- 
sessing a thorough acquaintance with the Arctic regions, this dis- 
tinguished seaman lias sliown mure than his ordinary power of 
description, in placing before the public his conce[»tion of what b;]ay 
have been the chief occurrences in the voyage of the ‘ ferebns’ and 
* Terror,’ and the last days of Franklin, as founded iqion an acquaint- 
ance wth the character of tlie chief and his associates, and the 
record and relics obtained by M*Clintock. This sketch is pre- 
faced by a spirited and graceful outline of all previous geographical 
discoveries, from the day when they were originated by tlie father 
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Again, when we turn from the discoveries 
of Franklin to those of M'Clintock, as mapped 
in red colours on the general map, on which 
is represented the amount of outline laid down 
by all other Arctic explorers from the days 
when these modern researches originated with 
Sir John Harrow, wo perceive that, in addition 
to the discovery of the course followed by the 
‘ Erebus * and ‘ Terror,’ some most important 
geographical data have been accumulated by 
the last expedition of Lady Franklin. 

Thus, M‘Clintock has proved, that the strait 
named by Kenedy in an earlier private expe- 
dition of Lady Franklin after his companionAhe 
brave Lieutenant Bellot, and which has hitherto 
been regarded only as an impassable frozen 
channel, or ignored as a channel at all, is a 
navigable strait, the south shore of which is 
thus seen to be the northernmost land of the 
continent of America. 

M‘Clintock has also laid down the hitherto 
unknown coast-line of Boothia, southwards from 
Bellot Strait to the Magnetic Pole, has deline- 
ated the whole of King William’s Island, and 


of all modern Arctic enterprise, Sir John Barrow, to whom, and 
to many other eminent persons, from Sir Edward Parry downwards, 
I have in various Geographical Addresses offered the tribute of my 
admiration. 
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opened a new and capacious, though ice-choked 
channel, suspected before, but not proved, to 
exist, extending from Victoria Strait in a north- 
west direction to Melville or Parry Sound. The 
latter discovery rewarded the individual exer- 
tions of Captain Allen Young, but will very 
properly, at Lady Franklin’s request, bear tho 
name of the leader of the ‘ Fox ’ expedition, 
who had himself assigned to it the name oi the 
widow of Franklin.* 

Neither has the expedition been unproductive 
of scientific results. For, whilst many persons 
will be interested in the popular descriptions of 
the native Esquimaux, as well as of tho lower 
animals,* the man of science will hereafter be 
further gratified by having presented to him, 
in the form of an additional Appendix, f most 
valuable details relating to the zoology, botany, 
meteorology, and especially to the terrestrial 
magnetism, of the region examined. 

Lastly, M‘Clintock has convinced himself, that 
tho best way of securing the passage of a ship 

* In his volume before cited, p. xii., Mr, John Brown gave strong 
reasons (which he had held for some time) for believing in the ex- 
istence of the very channel which now bears the name of M*Clintock. 
It is, however, the opinion both of that officer and his associates, as 
also of Captain Sherard Osborn, that Franklin could not have reached 
the spot where his ships were beset by proceeding down that ice- 
choked channel, but that he must have sailed down Peel Sound. 

t Much of this Appendix will be prepared by Dr, David Walker. 
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from the Atlantic to the Pacific, is by following, 
as near as possible, the coast-line of’Nortli 
America : indeed, it is his opinion, founded 
upon a large experience, that no passage by 
a ship can ever be accomplished in a more 
northern direction. This it is well known was 
the favourite theory of Franklin, who had him- 
self,' along with Richardson, Back, Becchey, 
Doa«o, Simpson, and Rae, surveyed the whole 
of that same North American coast from the 
Back or Great Fish .River to Behring Strait. 
Thus, when Franklin sailed in 1845, the dis- 
covery of a North-West Passage was reduced 
to the finding a link between the latter survey 
and the discoveries of Parry, who had 'already, 
to his great renown, opened the first half of a 
more northern course from east to west, when 
he was arrested by the impenetrable ice-barrier 
at Melville Island. 

And here it is to bo remembered, that the 
tract in which the record and the relics have 
been found, is just that to which Lady Franklin 
herself specially directed Kenedy, the com- 
mander of the ‘ Prince Albert,’ in her second 
private expedition in 1852 * and had that in- 
trepid explorer not been induced to search 
northwards of Bellot Strait, but had felt him-* 
self able to follow the course indicated by his 



